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tick 5 /tik/ n. Z?ri/. Cfllioq. credit (bity good; nn ikfy, j 
tick 4 /tik/ w. 1 the cover of a mattress or pillow. 

2 ^ noKmo. 

ticker /tikar/ w. cofo*. 1 the. heart 2 a watch. 3 a 
machine thai receives . and prints telegraphed 
messages onto paper cape. 

tJclcer tape n.la paper Atrip from a. ticker. 2 this 
or similai material thrown from windows, etc.. 
along the rout* of a parade: honnrmga. hero, etc. 

tick oi /tiktr/ it & n • it, J a written or printed 
piece of paper or card entitling the holder to enter 
a place, pan i dp a I c in an event, travel by public 
transport, use a public amenity, etc. 2 an. official 
notification of a traffic offense, etc. (parting ticket). 

3 BriL a certificate of discharge from ihe army. 

4 a certificate of qualification, as a ship's master, 
ship or airplane pilot, etc. 5 a label attached to a 
thing and giving its price or other details. 6 a list of 
candidates put forward by one group, esp. a politi- 
cal parry. 7 fprec. by the) eoifaq. what is con ed or 
needed. • afr (ticketed, ticketing) attach or serve 
a ticket to. a a ticket-ed adj. tickefcless ctrfr. 

tick ing /tflsing/ is. a stout usu. striped material 
tilted to cover mattresses, etc. 

tickle /Ufcjl/ a <Sf n. «► a J si lr. apply light I ouches 
or strokes to (a person or part of a person's body) so 
as to ejtcite the nerves and usu. produce Laughter 
and spasmodic movement, b ints: feel this sensation 
[my foot tuklrs). 2 tr. exciter agreeably, amuse or divert 
(a person, a sons**, of humor, vanity; etc.) (rwir tirMcd 
ai the idea; thi< will lickU your fancy), m ti 1 an act of 
tickling. 2 a tickling sensation. D tackled pink 
(or to death) e.olloq. extremely amused or pleased, 
an tick ler n. richly adj. 

ticklish /tfidishV ndj. 1 sensitive to ticV'iog. 2 (of a 
matter or per scon m he deal! with) difficult; rcquir- 
ing careful handling, no tir.klishly ad/>. tick 

lish-Tiess n. 

tick-tack-toe n. (also tie-to c-tne) a game in which 
playcTs alternate turns, seeking to complete a series 
of three Xs or Of marked in a nine-square grid. 

ticky-tacky /tikcetakci:/ n. G? adj. coUaq. • n. infe- 
rior or cheap material, esp. as used in suburban 
buildings. • adj. (csp. of a building or housing 
development) made, of inferior material; cheap or 
in poor taste. 

rid al /ddV ait}, relating to, like, or affected by tides 
{tidal bash\\ tidal river), qq tid aJty ado. 

tid al bore n. a large wave or bote caused hy 
constriction of the spring rifle as it enters a long 
narrow shallow tnlnt 

rid al wave n. I - tsunami. 2 a widespread manifes- 
tation of feeling, etc. 

tid bit /tidbit/ n. {DriL titbit /lit-/} 1 n small mor- 

• bcI. 2. a choice ireni of news, etc. 

tid dler /ildjatv n. Brit, rolhq. 1 a small fish, es.p. a 

Rticldehack or minnow. 2 an unusually small thing 

or person. 

rid dly 1 Aidlce/ <wj'. (tiddlier, tlddlicst) e&p. Rrrt. 

epilog, slightly drunk. 
tiddly 2 AidleV adj. (tiddlier. fiddliest) Brit. 

foliaq. little. 

tide /ttd/ n. U A the periodic rise and fall of the 
sen due to the attraction of the Moon ami Sun (see 
iiw n. \ y noov. n. 3). b the. water as affected by this. 
2 a time, or season (nsu. in e&nh.; Whitsuntide). 3 a 
marked trend of opinion, fortune, or evcnls. o tide 
over enable or help (a person) to deal with an 
awkward silualinn, difficult period, etc. {the mr.ncv 
nriB tide mr. crtr until Friday). tide-less at§. 

tide land /tldland/ n. 1 land that is submerged at 
high tide. 2 land below the low-water nxarlt but 
within n .nation's territorial waters. 

tide-mark /ddmaark/ r.. 1 a mark made by the 
tide at esp. high water. 2 esp. Brit, a a mark left 
Tound a bathtub at thr level of the water in it. b a 
line on a pei-son's body, garment, etc., marking the 
extent to which it has been washed. 

tide-wa-tcr /iidwawtai, -wotar/ n. \ water brought 
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TJDE 

The gravitational pull of the Moon and, to a 
lesscxdcgrccj that of the Sun cause the tides. 
The pulfis strongest on the side of the Earth 
facing the Moon, causing the oceans on that 
side to bulge out. Tbe piill affects ihe solid 
Barth slightly less, but still enough to cause it 
to puD away from the ocean on tbe other side, 
creating a second ocean bulge. As the Earth 
rotates, each pan of the ocean rises and falls 
tvvi.ee a day, causing two high tides and two low 
tides. When the Sun and Moon form a right 
angle vvitb the Earth, their pulls counteract, 
causing small, or neap, tides. When they are in 
line, their pull is combined, creating large, ot 
spring, tides. 
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by or airecied Ijy udes. 2 {aifyib) ailected by tides 
{tidtivatw region). 

ride wavr /ddwayv/ n. an undulation of water pass- 
ing round Earth and causing higli. and low tides. 

tide-way Aid way/ ». 1 a channel in which a tide 
runs, esp. the tidal part of a river. 2 the ebb or flow 
hi a tidal channel. 

ti -dings /tldingz/ n. (as .t%. or pi) news; information. 

ti-dy /tidee/ adj., n., & a » adj. (tidier, tidiest) 
1 neat; orderly; methodically arranged. 2 (of a 
person) methodicalry inclined. 3 rrifoq. consider- 
able (it out a tidy .wm). • n. [pi. -iesi) 1 a receptacle 
for holding small objects. 2 esp. Brit an act or spell 
of tidying 3 a detachable ornamental cover for a 
chair back, arms, etc. • art: (-ies, -ted.) (also ahial; 
often foil, by ttf))pui m good order; make (oneself, a 
room, etc.) tidy. CP ti di ly adv. ti di ness n. 

tic Ai/ n &' «. • u (tying) J. fr. a attach or fasten with 
suing or cord, etc. (lie tht dr$ tr> thf. #ifer, tie his hmd* 
fagpiher, twt or. c lofcl). b link amctsptuaUy 2 tr. 
a 'fonn (a siring ribbon, s.ho<ilace. nccictie, etc.) into a 
knot or bow b form (a bnol or bow) in this way 
3 ft restrict or limit (a person) as to conditions, occn- 
pation, pbic-.e, etc- (tr tied fa )nx Jamily)- 4 tab. (often foil, 
by wiik) achiew ike fiame scoiv, or place as another 
competitor {thw tied a: im games nadi). S tr. hold (rafters, 
etc.) together by a crosspicce, et<;. 6 fc Mus. a unite 
(written notra;) by ;i tic t> NcrmTinr;. b perform (p*t.i 
notes) as one unbroken note. • n. la coitl, luic, or 
chain, cic, used fnr fastening. 2 a strip of material 
worn round the collar and 
lied in a knoi at. tire from with 
the ends hanging rinwti. 3 ;i 
Jhing that unites or restricts 
persons; u bond or oblityation 
tjknrily her. tw of JUaukltip). 
4, a draw; dead heat, or equal- 
ity of sr»n: among tximpct- 
itors. 5 Brii. a matclt between 
any pair from a group of 
competing players or teams. 6 
(also tie bcaro, etc.) > a md 
or beam holding parts of a 
structure, together. r> i?rx*r. 
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1 Mm. a curved line above or below itet^jfimj 
same pitch indicating that they arc to'bcjp.^f w 
combined duration of their tutK*. valui^ML 
ft a Ijcum laid horizontally aa a suppcnftwj^l 
rails. 9 a shoe tied with a lace, o fitttf^Mjjg 
vftr>- aruny. tic down Tie v. 3 ab'.^* 
\-ar' of 'ok-dvf.. tic in (foil, by vtiiS) bnjMjS- 
a. close asRoeiation or agreement iie ^k^ 
get married, tie up 1 bind "rfasffiaggjg 
cord, etc 2 invest or 
reserve (capital, etc.) 
so that His not imme- 
diately available for 
use, 3 moor (a lx>at). 

4 secure (an uniroal). 

5 obstruct; prevent 
from acuug (recly. 

6 secure or complete 
(an undcrtakivig. etc.). 
? (often ihll by with) 
= tie in. 8 (usu. in pai- 
swe) fully ocaipy (a 
person). nc» tic less adj. 

tiebnek ii. a. dcicomtjve 

strip of fabric or cord for 

holding a cumin back 

from the window, 
tied Aid/ adj. Brit 1 (of a house) <&agic! 

to the tenants working for its ovvHeir^|! 

etc.) bound to supply the prcidoci* 
only. 

Uar tie-dye «. a method 

patterns by tying s ^ m S^ c, ^d| j 
rafur parts of the fabric from the tjy*M 
tic-m n. 1 a eontieeuon or a^sftr^ 
ten ottfib.) a form of sale *gSg 
tl )a t offers or rcqifemor^i 

purchase. 3 the joint P^Ssi 
an omft^S 



tiepui /upin/ «. >n 

clip for holding « uc m P'f gf « 
tier /teer/ «l a vertical ffl ' sl0 £f IS 
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